Upper Columbia 2008
Great Controversy Tour

Retrace the Adventist Heritage in Europe from its roots in Early Christianity,
through the Dark Ages, and Reformation to the French Revolution!

A fast- paced, fully-packed 15 days of being inspired
by God’s providences through history
and how He has brought through His own special people.

Tour Summary:

e Tour Length: 15 days

e Tour Dates: July 10-24, 2008

* Objective: To see prophecies of Daniel
and Revelation come alive!

* Tour Hosts: Dr. P. Gerard Damsteeqt,
Specialist in Adventist Studies and
Church History, tour guide
Laurel Damsteegt, tour coordinator

 Tour Intensity: Participants should be
in excellent health. There is lots of walk-
ing and standing. You need to be good at
climbing steps and be prepared to carry
your own luggage into the hotels. Those
with a chronic disease and/or over 75
years of age need medical clearance.

* Price: $2870

* Costs Include:
Hotels (double occupancy) and tips
Two vegetarian meals per day
Entrance fees to museums and sites
Air-conditioned deluxe coach
Great Controversy Revisited study guide
Use of audio receiver and earphones help
hear tour guide better
Surcharge for a single room $510

« Contact for More Information:
Linnea Torkelsen, 509-924-0951;

ltorlelsen@juno.com; www.ucsda.org
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GC Tour Group Visits the Colosseum




Sairsto the Mamertine

Tour Itinerary

Day 1 (Thursday, July 10, 2008):
Departure and travel to Rome, Italy

Day 2 (Friday, July 11):

Morning arrival at Rome's Leonardo DaVinci airport. Tour
welcome orientation, check-in at hotel.

Focus: Panorama of Rome

Afternoon: Visit to catacombs and Basilica of St. Paul Out-
sidethe Wall, burial site of Paul.

Welcome dinner at the hotel at 7:15 p.m.

Day 3 (Sabbath, July 12): Rome

Buffet Breakfast: 8:00.

Morning: Sabbath School and Worship

Sabbath Lunch at the hotel

Afternoon: The Martyr Trail. See sites Connected to the ! rst cen-
tury martyrs: Basilicaof St. Peter in Chains; Site of Nero's House;
Basilica of St. Clemente, and Circus Maximus.

Dinner at the hotel at 7:15 p.m.

Sundown vespers

Optiona: View Rome at night: Trevi Fountains and Pantheon.

Day 4 (Sunday, July 13): Rome
Breakfast 8:00

Focus. TheEarly Christian Per secutions.

Buffet Breskfast: 7:00. Departure: 8:00 am.

Morning: Visit the Colosseum, Arch of Constantine, Titus
Arch, Roman Forum, and Mamer-
tine Prison.

Free Time: 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Afternoon: Chapel of St. Johnin
Oil, Walk on the ViaAppiawhere
Paul Walked, Palace of Corsini, and
Church of Jesus.

Dinner @ thehotd & 7:15p.m.

Day 5 (Monday, July 14): Rome
Focus, Congtantine and Rise of the

Roman Catholic Church.
Buffet Breakfast: 7:00. Departure:
7:45 am.
Morning: Visit St. John Lateran (the
cathedral of the popes), St. John's
Baptistery, the Scala Sancta (Pilate's Staircase), St. Peter’s
Basilicaand its treasury.
Free time 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Afternoon: Visit the Vatican Museum or go to top of St.
Peter’s Basilica.
Dinner at the hotel at 7:15 p.m.

Prison, Rome

Day 6 (Tuesday, July 15): Certosaand Ravenna
Focus. The Papal Per secution and Its Captivity.
Buffet Breakfast: 6:30. Departure: 7:15 am.

Morning: Visit the Chartreuse of Florence—the ancient

monastery where Pope Pius VI wasimprisoned in 1798. Lunch
ontheway. Driveto Ravenna. Visit Mausoleum of Theodoric,

King of Ostrogoths—the last remains of the “three horns’—the
Ostrogoths.

Dinner at the hotel at 7:15 p.m.

Day 7 (Wednesday, July 16): Ravenna, Canossa, and Parma
Focus. The Establishment and Height of the Papacy During the
Dark Ages

Buffet Breakfast: 6:30. Depar-
ture: 7:45am.

Morning visit to Ravenna:
Basilica of San Vitale with its
famous mosaic of

Emperor Justinian, the Arian
baptistery—one of the oldest
Christian baptisteries, Dante’'s
Tomb, Neo-Orthodox Baptis-
tery, Archbishop’s Museum.
Freetime: 11:00-12:30 p.m.
Afternoon: Climb to Castle of
Canossa where Pope Gregory
VIl reveded the supreme
power of the papacy by hu-
miliating Emperor Henry 1V,
Ancient bapatistery in Parma.
Dinner at the hotel at 7:00 p.m.

Ruins at Canossa, Italy

Day 8 (Thursday, July 17): Torre Pellice

Focus. The True Church Living Under the Papacy
Buffet Breakfast: 6:30 am. Departure: 7:30 am.

Morning: Driveto Torre Peliceinthe Itdian Alps.

Freetime: 12:00-2:00 p.m.

Hike up Mt. Castelluzo, or visit the Waldensian Museum.
Dinner at the hotel at 7:00 p.m.

Day 9 (Friday, July 18): Torre Pellice

Focus: The Church of the Wilder ness.

Buffet Breakfast: 7:00. Departure: 7:45 am.

Morning: Visit Pradel Torno and the Collge of the Barbes.
Shopping in the Open Market

Free time: 11:00-2:00 p.m.

Afternoon: Visit to the historic Waldensian monuments, Chieisa

College of the Barbs, Waldensian Valleys, Italy



d’'la Tana (Cave Church), and Chanforan (Reformation
Monument). Dinner at the hotel at 7:00 p.m.
Sundown vespers.

Day 10 (Sabbath, July 19): Sabbath in Torre Pellice
Focus: The Dawn of the Reformation.

Buffet Breakfast: 7:30. Departure: 9:00 am. Morning:
Worship in aWaldensian Church, 10:00-12:00 am.
Lunch at the hotel at 1:15 p.m.

Afternoon: Free for personal time. Options are available
for resting, re" ecting, walking, or studying the Bible or
Great Controversy.

Dinner at the hotel at 7:00 p.m.

Sundown vespers.

Day 11 (Sunday, July 20): Geneva, Switzerland

Focus Calvin and the French Reformation.

Buffet Breakfast: 6:30. Departure: 7:15 am. Enjoy a
scenic drive through the Alps and atunnel under Mont Blanc,
Europe's highest mountain.

Freetime: 11:30-1:30 p.m. in Chamonix, France, at the
foot of Mont Blanc.

Afternoon: Driveto Geneva—the city of Calvin and the
center of the French Reformation.

Visit to St. Piérre Cathedral, Calvin's House, Reformation
Museum, and the Reformation Monument.

Dinner at the hotel on Lake Genevaat 7:00 p.m.

Day 12 (Monday, July 21): Kappel, Zurich, Switzerland
and Konstanz, Germany

Focus: Zwingli, the Anabaptists, John Huss and Jerome

Buffet Breakfast: 6:30. Departure: 7:30 am.

Morning: Visit battle! eld where Zwingli died.

Visit Zwingli sitesin Zurich.

Freetime: 12:30-2:00 p.m.

Afternoon: Visit to Konstanz (Constance), Germany. A
walk through the city to visit the places where John Huss
and Jerome were imprisoned, the church of their trial
(Council of Constance), and the place where they were
burnt at the stake.

Dinner at hotel at 7:00 p.m.

Place Where Huss and Jerome Were Martyred,
Konstanz, Germany

Day 13 (Tuesday, July 22): Speyer and Worms, Germany
Focus: Luther and the German Refor mation.

Buffet Breakfast: 6:45. Departure: 7:30 am.

Morning: Visit to Spires and its Memoria Church built to
commemorate the birthplace

of the name “ Protestant.”

Freetime 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Afternoon: Visit to Worms,

The Luther room in the

Museum, the Cathedral of St.

Peter, the place where Luther

stood before the Emperor of

the Holy Roman Empire, and

the Reformation Monument

Dinner at the hotel at 7:00 p.m.

Day 14 (Wednesday, July Martin Luther

23): Rheims and Paris, France

Focus: The French Reformation and the Role of France
in Prophecy.

Buffet Breakfast: 6:30. Departure: 7:15 am.

Morning: Visit to Notre Dame in Rheims, France, where the
baptism of Clovis, King of the Franks (“the eldest son of the
papacy”) took placein 496 A.D.

Lunch on the way.

Afternoon: Visit to Napoleon’s impressive tomb and Notre
Dame Cathedral, center of the cult of the goddess of reason.

Church of the Dome Containing Napoleon’s Tomb
Paris, France

Dinner at arestaurant in Paris, 6:30 p.m.

Evening: A drive through the center of Paris to see places of
the French Reformation and French Revolution. The place of
guillotine at the Place de la Concorde, the Champs Elysee,
the Arc de Triomphe.

Day 15 (Thursday, July 24): Breakfast buffet and departure
(on own) for airport by hotel shuttle for " ight home.
Wishing you a safe trip home.



A Few Testimonies

*“The Damsteegt’s Great Controversy/Reformation
Tour was alife changing event . . . educational, in-
spirational and enjoyable. It is unashamedly a serious
study encounter with the roots of our Adventist, Prot-
estant heritage. Additionally since we took a number
of our NPUC leaders with us, there is a secondary
impact now as they are encouraging their people to
participate in subsequent tours. We enthusiastically en-
dorse and recommend this spiritual experience.” Jere
D. Patzer, President, North Paci! ¢ Union Conference

« “ Attending the Great Controversy Tour was a high
point in my ministry. | am so thankful 1 went. The
guestion | had to ask myself at the close of the trip
was, ‘Could | stand fast and true like the reformers
did? In the cave where 150 Waldensian believers were
smoked to death, | recommitted myself to the Lord
and to ministry. I’m so thankful for the opportunity

to have attended thistrip.” John Loor, Jr., President,
Montana Conference.

* “WOW" Thiswas very faith af! rming" | saw with
my own eyes things that verify prophecy and validate
our Adventist views. How can one describe the emo-
tions of walking the Appian Way and standing in the
Mamertine Prison, viewing the Colosseum, standing
where reformers sang as they were burned at the stake,
hiking to the School of the Barbes, where Scrip-

ture was hand-copied. Singing in aWaldensian cave
church, etc. Tour the Vatican and St. Peters con! rmed
in my heart that the Catholic system will never change
that it truly isthe beast power. | will long remember
the impact of the Reformation Wall as| realized that
this was not just important to Adventist believers but
to all Chrigtitians. | wish al Adventists, especially our
young adults, could take this tour.” Corleen Johnson,
Conference Employee, North Paci! ¢ Union.

*“The tour was awesome" It was a very educational
fun, and spiritual trek through times past. We felt like
one big happy family by the end, We grew together
spiritually, and physically too, with al the walking.
| would recommend this to every homeschooler out
there. It was an awesome educational, social, and
spiritual experience™ (Mitch Swena, 17 years old,
Oregon).

*“l wanttodoit again”;-)" (Eunice Garcia, physical
therapist, Florida)
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* “It is extremely important in making the history real. |
have read the Great Controversy through several times
and enjoyed being at the sights where it happened. |
would, and have recommended the tour to others.” (Jim
Finn, pastor, California)

* “Thistour was like a spiritual pilgrimage for mea
highlight of everything I’ ve ever done. | was very
blessed in every way, and motivated to continue to
study the Reformation and give presentations to both
SDAs and non-SDAs. It isatour for the serious stu-
dent of church history. The more one studies ahead of
time, the more you will be able to take advantage of the
trip.” Ron Fleck, M.D., Washington.

* “Thetour enlarged my perspective of what the
Christians during the times of Peter and Paul have
gone through rough times in revealing the gospel of
Christ. Most of al, | was fascinated in experiencing the
Waldensian history from visiting the valley and cave. In
general, the tour enhanced my faith and value the gospel
in the Word of how the reformers and early Christians
were given light in the riches in the Scriptures brought
out to the world. I1t's moving to see how the vision and
purpose continue to what light is enlighten to us now.”
(Mary Chun, nurse, California)

*“| think the thing which was most fascinating to me was
seeing history come alive. We can read about the experi-
ences of the early church, reformers, etc. but we gained
apreciousinsight into their struggles. The whole experi-
ence strengthened my faith that God isin control.” (Linda
Descaso, Florida)

* “Wow" Thiswas an amazing tour. | am surprised that
more families with teens don’t do it. Perhaps they do

and | just don’'t know...but it really taught me about how
our church began and aso about what we, asthe! nal
generation will face. When we climbed the Casteluzzo it
made me think about what | would have done. Would |
have recanted, or kept my stand? Thank you so much for
providing thistour" May God bless us as we near the end,
and let usremain faithful.” (Marzanna Lawson, 15 years
old, California)

* “| especially appreciated the places visited with the
ful! llment of Bible prophecy” The Bible “came alive”
and was very meaningful” It was educational, a step
back in history and most interesting. It was nice to meet
and associate with many wonderful people” Very well
organized" | could highly recommend taking this tour"”
Reatha Ekvall, retired, tour guide at Adventist Villagein
Battle Creek, Michigan, Florida.



Operated by Christian Heritage Media
P.O. Box 171

Berrien Springs, M1 49103
269-471-5172

gctours@mac.com

General Information for The Great Controversy Tour

Surface Transportation: All transportation as de-
scribed in the itinerary will be via air conditioned deluxe
motor coach designed for highway travel.

No Smoking/Alcohol Policy: Nosmoking or use of
alcoholic beveragesis permitted on the coaches during daily
touring.

Hotel: Ingenera, three and four star hotels have been se-
lected. The prices are based on double occupancy. For single
occupancy there will be a surcharge of $510.

Meals: A vegetarian buffet breakfast and vegetarian din-
ner are included in the tour price. On Sabbaths, lunch is
included.

Tour Price Does Not Include: Airfare, passports, visas,
or laundry. Drinksat meal timeare not included. Each person
must pay for all beverages, including bottled water.

Baggage: The bus has limited storage. Therefore each
person isallowed amaximum of one suitcase with combined
length, width and height of 62 inches (to not exceed 70 Ibs).
A hand bag and camera case are also allowed. If one plansto
buy new luggage, consider getting luggage with wheels.

Deposit and Payment: The cost of the land tour is
$2870. To reserve a place on the tour, one needs to send a
check or money-order for $500 as deposit for each person.
Full payment must bereceived by February 10. Thetour price
is subject to the exchange rate of the US dollar to the Euro.
A signi! cant decline of the value of the dollar may increase
the tour price. However, there will be no price changes after
full payment has been made. Checks/money orders should
be made out and mailed totheUpper Columbia Con-
ference,

Extra Charge: Those who damage or lose the audio
transmitter or headset must accept the responsibility for repair
or replacement of the partsin question.

Agency Responsibility: Christian Heritage Media
acts as a management agent for the Great Controversy Tour.
Christian Heritage Media cannot be held responsible for
personal injury, loss or theft of passenger’s baggage, for any
delay or cancellation due to war, terrorism, storm, #oods,
strikes, disruption of advertised schedules or other causes

beyond their control, or any change due to exchange rates.
(Buy travel insurance™)

Passports and Visas: Participants are responsible for
securing their passports and visas. The countriesto bevisited
are: Italy, Switzerland, Germany, and France. Persons with
US Passports do not need special visas for these countries.
Persons of other nationalities should check with their con-
sulates’embassies and obtain their own visas as necessary.
Christian Heritage Media cannot be he held responsible for
those who fail to obtain proper travel documents.

Final Travel Documents: Travel documents,including
ahotel list with addresses will be mailed to tour participants
within the last two or three weeks prior to departure.

Itinerary Change: Itispossible that the daily itinerary
may be adapted by unforeseen circumstances. The tour hosts
reservetheright to makeitinerary adjustments deemed neces-
sary for any reason.

Travel Insurance: We strongly recommend that each
participant take out travel insurance to protect against ! -
nancia loss if one has to cancel or interrupt the trip due to
sudden illness or other unforeseen circumstances. You may
liketo check with your local travel agency for their insurance
recommendations or contact TravelGuard for Trip Purchase
Protection at 800-826-1300, or www.travelguard.com.

Cancellation: Inthe event that atour participant who has
paid cannot go on the tour because of unforeseen circumstances,
the following will apply: All cancellations are subject to a $50
administration fee, per person. Cancellations before February 15
will receiveafull refund, lessadministration costs. Cancellations
after February 15 forfeit the deposit; 89-30 days before the tour
50% of tour price; 29-0 days 100% of thetour price. It istherefore
strongly recommended to havetravel insuranceto protect in case
of any emergencies or valid, necessary cancellations. 100% of
cancellation fees are covered by the optional travel insurance
protection plan (mentioned under the Travel Insurance section)
provided premium has been paid and reasonsfor cancellation are
insurable. Cancellations must be submitted in writing and dated.
Cancellation fees are sometimes waived by Christian Heritage
Mediaif asubstitute can be found to take your place on the tour.
If thetripiscancelled dueto political circumstancesafull refund,
less administrative costs, will be issued.



